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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

I have just received the Christmas letter from 
the Moderator of the Southern Synod of the 
United Reformed Church. 
 

She writes about asking a group of under 7’s 
a few questions and answers. I thought I would share that short 
Q & A with you. 
 

Q. Who is Jesus? 
A. Jesus was a king and he wore a crown even though he was 
a baby. It was a really small crown. 
 

Q. Where was Jesus born? 
A. He was born in a stable a long way from here in another 
country.  
A. Bethlehem – it’s in England. There were sheep, horses and 
a crocodile outside the stable. 
 
Q. What gifts did the wise men 
bring? 
A. The three wise men brought 
Jesus presents of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. But I think 
he would have liked some Lego. 
 

Q. Who were his parents? 
A. Mary and Joseph and they were happy with the king’s gifts. 
 

Q. Why do we celebrate Christmas. 
A. (silence) I believe in unicorns and pixies. 
 

I think the last question is possibly a bit difficult for the under 
7’s, but it is a challenging question. Why do you celebrate 
Christmas? 

Steve 



 
 
 

Bible Study 
 

On Tuesday mornings a group of us get 
together to look at a particular part of the 
Bible. This is an informal gathering where 
all are encouraged to take part. We are not 
a bunch of academics debating the finer 
points of a text, but a group of people who want to hear what God has got 
to say to us through His word. 
In December we will be continuing to look at the gospel of John. 
If you would like to come along we will be meeting on Tuesday 11th 
December at 10:30am, in the Baptist Church hall. 
 
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You would be more 
than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only £5.50) 

 

 

The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday December 5th         
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits 

and you can come along to supply the good-humoured company. 
 

No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of: 
The Local Branch of Cancer Research 

 

First Wednesday  

of the month 

10:30 – 12ish 

COFFEE MORNING 



 
Do you, paint, draw, sculpt, knit, crochet, do macramē, or 

anything else creative? 
If you do, you would be more than welcome to come along and join 

the group. 
Come along to share your skills in a group where we learn from 

each other. 
Refreshments provided. 

More Info: Vanessa 01597 860185 
The group will be meeting on the 6th and the 13th and will then take 

a Christmas break until 10th of January when they will start the 
New Year. 

 

A group of us from Pentref 

will be meeting together to 

sing carols at the 

Wylesfield Home in 

Llandrindod  

on Thursday  

13th December  

meeting at the home at 

10:45.  

Further info from Steve 

 

Thursday Afternoons 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 



 THE MONTH AT PENTREF – Clive Barrett 
The month started at Pentref, with the two services on Sunday 4th. In the morning 

Rev Steve continued his studies in the Book of Colossians, whilst in the evening 

he talked about “Pictures of the Church”.   

At the monthly Coffee Morning there was again a pleasing attendance which 

continued to raise money for the latest charity to be supported, namely the local 

branch of Cancer Research. This now regular event is also proving to be a good 

social gathering for the village.  

The second Sunday was Remembrance Sunday, this year held at All Saints Church 

(see Newbridge News for details.)   

The evening service was kindly taken at short notice by Rev Neil Perinton, due to 

Rev Steve's recent illness. 

On the third Sunday morning Rev Steve continued his studies in Colossians, this 

time Chapter 3. He stated that the people of the church are called to “live a life 

worthy of the Lord, and praise him in every way. In Colossians Paul brings out 

three lists of five, firstly parts of you which belong to the earthly life, fornication, 

indecency, lust, foul cravings, and the ruthless greed which is nothing less than 

idolatry. In a different list, anger, passion, malice, slander and filthy talk. Rev 

Steve said that it is a process of “getting rid of old clothes and putting on new 

ones”. The third positive list is compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 

patience. Finally, there must be love, and the negative things are left behind.  

People need to be fed spiritually and to feed others in the local community 

through Jesus.   

At the evening communion service Rev Steve continued his “Pictures of the 

Church” series, contrasting John 6, about the money needed to feed the five 

thousand, and the vastness of this task as it appeared to the disciples. Later in the 

Chapter there is the well-known passage about being hungry and thirsty - Jesus 

says he is the bread of life. Because of this if we are spiritually hungry and thirsty 

we should come to the Lord. Steve then turned to Chapter 10 in Corinthians: when 

people take part in a particular meal, they see themselves as taking part in the 

meal with the risen Jesus who instigated the feast. These passages give a picture of 

the Church as a whole loaf. 

On the fourth Sunday morning the guest preacher was the Rev Paul Tarling of 

Llandrindod Wells. In his sermon he spoke about Daniel and his dreams and 

visions. In his dreams there were unimaginable beasts boasting how great they 

were. Daniel had an amazing vision, he wasn't terrified, and stood up for what was 

right. Later in the dream and it was shown that “The Ancient of Days” or the King 

of Kings displayed his sovereign authority and was in control. What can we learn 

and do about it in this period between the first and second coming of Christ? We 

can look forward in the knowledge that we have a King (God) who is in complete 

control. 

 



PENTREF MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOVEMBER (Clive Barrett) 
The speaker was Pentref Minister Rev Steve Wallis who opened the meeting with the 

devotions, the contents of which were related to his talk entitled “Hymns Good or Bad 

or Good and Bad”. Where songs are mentioned in the Psalms, it means that singing is 

part of our praise to God, because of who he is. The singing is a witness, a testimony.    

At the start of his talk Rev Steve posed the question “Are all Christian songs a good 

thing”. They could be divided into two groups ‘Good and bad.’ The Bible mentions 

singing: in Old Testament times, singing was evident, use was made of musical 

instruments, and there were “shouts of joy”. In New Testament times we read of Paul 

and Silas singing hymns while in prison. Over the past three to four hundred years 

hymns have been an integral part of Chapel worship, with normally at least four or 

five songs being sung in local Baptist Chapel services.   

Rev Steve then spoke of historical theology - getting from where we started to where 

we are today. He went on to say that hymn singing really changed with the 

comparatively little-known Benjamin Keach (1640-1704) a Baptist minister in 

London who wrote some of the earliest hymns that were in a form that we would 

recognize today.  

Prior to Keach, congregations usually chanted the Psalms. Two of the reasons for this 

are the fact that many people could not read, and that which was sung had to be 

committed to memory. Before the availability of mass printing there were no books to 

sing from. The move to change was controversial because some wanted it, but others 

didn't. Rather surprisingly the traditional way we do things is relatively new, but the 

pattern of how we do things hasn't changed significantly in the last 100 years. 

However the question could be asked “Is it the right way”. The big change in hymn 

singing came about with Isaac Watts (1674-1748) the much more famous British 

hymn writer, who wrote in the region of 750 songs.   

“What About Today?” In some Churches there is a band/group leading musically, 

which may be a good idea in the context of alternative styles of worship for the 21
st
 

century.   

Towards the end of the talk he also asked the question “What makes a good hymn?” Is 

it the modern songs or the more established. Just because they are new it doesn't mean 

they are naturally good or better. Who decides, is it a personal choice?  Rev Steve said 

he went along with the definition of a good hymn as “It says something I want to say 

in a way that I am unable to express myself, set to a tune that helps me express it.” 

One big criticism that has been made of newer songs is that they were “I-centred” 

rather than “God-centred”, but now there is a trend in the opposite direction.   

There is also an opinion regarding theology, that people gain more from and enjoy the 

hymns rather than the sermon.   

Rev Steve was thanked for his very interesting talk by Pentref Men's Fellowship 

member John Lloyd.  

There will be no Men’s Meeting in December.        

 



 SERVICES 
 AT 

PENTREF 
 
 
 
 

Sunday    2nd  December   10:30am Rev Steve Wallis 
 (Communion) 

 

          5:00pm  Rev Steve Wallis  
 

Sunday    9th  December   10:30am  Rev Andrew Wyton  
        

 5:00pm Rev Paul Tarling  
 

 

Sunday  16th  December   10:30am Rev Steve Wallis 
 

         5:00pm Rev Steve Wallis  
(Carols by Candlelight) 

 
Sunday  23rd  December    10:30am Rev Steve Wallis  
 

           5:00pm Rev Steve Wallis 
(Communion) 

 
Tuesday 25th  December 10:30pm Christmas Morning 

 Communion 
 
Sunday  30th  December 10:30am Mr William Powell 
 
      5:00pm Rev Philip Lewis 
 
 
 



Carols

By

Candlelight
 

Come and join us at  

Pentref  
for a service of readings and carols 

Sunday 16
th

 December at 5:00pm. 

All are welcome 
Tea, Coffee and Seasonal Refreshments 

will be served in the hall after the service 



 DECEMBER 
AT 

ALL SAINTS 
 

 
 

 
Sunday     

9th December 
11:00am 
Morning 
Worship 

 
 
 

Sunday   
23rd December  

11:00am 
Holy 

Communion 

 
 

  

 



NEWBRIDGE NEWS (Clive Barrett) 

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS. 
On the first Saturday of November the village Bonfire & Fireworks took place. The event was 

held at Newbridge on Wye Football ground with kind permission of the Football Club, Pip 

Samuel and family. The event was very much appreciated by those who attended.         

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY.   
The second Sunday morning saw the Newbridge Joint Remembrance Service, with Pentref and 

All Saints Church, this year held at All saints. This year it was exactly 100 years since 

hostilities ended and this was commemorated at 11am on the 11
th
 day at All Saints Church. 

 Members of the above churches together with local residents from the village and surrounding 

area gathered among the good number present. The now familiar and traditional type 

Remembrance Service was led by Canon Nigel Hall, assisted by his wife Louise, representing  

All Saints Church. The wreaths were laid by representatives of local organisations. The names 

of the fallen in two World Wars were read by John Rees, who served with the 2
nd

 battalion of 

the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.  

Following the service light refreshments were served by the All Saints members. 
                                                                                                                                                                          

 

NEWBRIDGE W.I.  
Held their monthly meeting on the third Thursday of November.  Following the discussion of 

the group's business, the evening was open to all those interested in hearing the guest speaker 

Clare Morris, and her talk which was entitled  “The Arctic – A Women's Tale”.  This was a tale 

of two trips by kayak across passages and open water in the Greenland area of the Arctic. In her 

colourful power point presentation she showed such wildlife as humpback whales, giant 

starfish, the arctic fox, and hare, also mentioning insects like black flies and mosquitoes, the 

native Greenland husky dogs.  She also showed the geology of the area including rocks with 

lichen and arctic flowers, ancient burial grounds, icebergs and glaciers. 

Clare showed the remote villages they visited, with the friendly and helpful locals. The speaker 

explained how the folding kayaks were put together after arriving in the Arctic.  Although there 

is always something to do, the trip was enjoyable with no external worries, and there is time for 

reflection and sunbathing. She concluded by talking about the food and cooking for herself, her 

husband Glen and two other male colleagues, the favourites being the easy to obtain arctic char 

(fish), cod and mushrooms.  

Clare then answered questions from the members, partners and friends including men. The 

speaker was thanked by Newbridge W.I. Secretary Mrs. Lyn Davies. 

For the December Thursday 20th  Christmas meeting, the ladies are organising a party night, 

with members from other neighbouring W.I 's  invited, together with Llandrindod Handbell 

ringers, plus a session playing the modern Kurling game. 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT AT GOLDEN LION.     
 A very successful Quiz Night at the Golden Lion raised £584.31 for the Christmas Lights.  The 

evening was organised by Sarah Houston, Lee Houston and Pip Samuel with the last named as 

Quiz Master. The organisers wish to thank everyone who supported this fundraising event.   

VILLAGE POPPY APPEAL. 
The organisers of the Newbridge Poppy Appeal thank everyone for their support and have 

announced that a grand total of £660.92p was raised by the village collection. As well as the 

usual collectors, a big thank you is also due to the newest and youngest collectors namely Evie 

and Max.     

 



 
  



The minister of the chapel is available not just for those 
who come to chapel but to anyone in the village who 
needs help and support: 
 

 If you want someone to talk to who will listen, get in touch and 
he will arrange a visit 

 If you would like someone to pray with you, please get in 
touch and he will arrange a visit. 

 If you are going into hospital and would like a pastoral visit, 
please let the minister know and if possible he will visit. 

The minister of the chapel is here as chaplain to the village. If he 
can be of help in any way, please get in touch. 
Tel: 01597 860185.  Email:steveoncomputer@aol.com 

 
 
 

This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what 
is happening at the Baptist Church. 

 
We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly 

to every home in the village. 
 

We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village 
and will happily publicise events organised by other 

groups. If you have an event you would like included in 
future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa. 

Steveoncomputer@aol.com  01597 860185 
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com  01597 860894 

 
You can also find us on the internet at: 

www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk 
or on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel 
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