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FROM THE MINISTER 
 

At a service last month we looked together at the 
‘Parable of the Prodigal Son’, a story that Jesus 
told to the people. For those of you who do not 
know the story, briefly: it is about a young man 
who cannot wait for his father to die in order to get 
his inheritance, so he asks for it now. The father 
gives him his due and the son then goes out and 
wastes the money on wine, women and song. 
When he is poverty struck and his friends have all abandoned him, he 
comes to his senses and returns to his father who welcomes him with 
open arms. 
 

The story is a picture of our relationship with God, who is described as our 
‘Heavenly Father.’ We may go astray but he is always waiting with open 
arms to welcome us back. At the service I displayed a few pictures of the 
story and asked those present to say what the pictures told us about the 
story. 
 

We are now in the Christmas season, there is a picture on the front of the 
newsletter of a stained glass window depicting the nativity scene. Although 
I like the picture it is one of those pictures that really fails to grasp the Bible 
account of the birth of Jesus. 
 

There is no sense of the long journey – the exhaustion of travel and 
childbirth, there is no sense of the filth of a stable as a place to give birth, 
there is no sense of the frustration that must have been felt at the stupidity 
of a government that has forced everyone to go home in order to be 
counted. The picture is one of the many that give a sanitized version of the 
story. 
 

For me it is like so much of what goes on at Christmas – it misses the 
point. 
 

A point that leads on from the story of the Prodigal Son – we have a 
heavenly Father, who so much wants us to come home, that he was 
willing to send his son to come and look for us and invite us home. 
 

Between the tinsel and the presents – between the turkey and the mince 
pies maybe we could spare a little time to paint a picture in our minds eye 
that tells the real story of what Christmas means to us. 
 

Merry Christmas  Steve 



 

Bible Study 
 

On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a 
particular part of the Bible. This is an informal gathering where all 
are encouraged to take part. We are not 
a bunch of academics debating the finer 
points of a text, but a group of people 
who want to hear what God has got to 
say to us through His word. 
In December we will be continuing to 
look at the gospel of John. 
If you would like to come along we will 
be meeting on Tuesday 12

th
 at 10:30am, in the Baptist Church 

hall. 
 
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You would 
be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only £5.00) 

 

The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday December 6th       
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits 

and you can come along to supply the good humoured company. 
 

No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of: 
Friends of Newbridge-On-Wye School 

 

First Wednesday  

of the month 

10:30 – 12ish 

COFFEE MORNING 



NOVEMBER IN NEWBRIDGE & PENTREF - Clive Barrett & Vanessa Wallis 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS. 

On Thursday 23
rd

 November Father Christmas switched on the Newbridge lights, 

and the Primary School children and locals sang carols around the Christmas tree. 

 

PENTREF NEWS. 

COFFEE MORNING. 

1
st
 November the monthly Coffee Morning was well attended, and the £100 target 

for the restoration of the chapel windows was reached.  The donations at the 

Coffee Morning on December 6
th
 will be for the Friends of Newbridge School. 

  

BIBLE STUDY. 

Studies in the book of John continued on Tuesdays the 14
th
 and 28

th
 of the month. 

 

SING ALONG. 

The monthly Sing Along took place at “Cartref” on Tuesday 14
th
. The Pentref 

Singers began to prepare for Carol Services at both the Wylesfield Home (13
th
 

December) and the Chapel (17
th
 December). 

 

ART & CRAFT EXHIBITION  

 
As part of the chapel’s three hundredth anniversary celebrations the Newbridge 

Creative Group got together with other local artists to mount an exhibition. There 

was an ambitious goal of having 300 exhibits, one for each year of the chapel’s 

existence.  

 



As the exhibition was being assembled it soon became apparent that there is a lot 

of talent in the local area. There was a wide variety of exhibits making up the 300 

items on display. 

Dai Leeton came on two days to demonstrate wood turning, many of the visitors 

stopped and enjoyed watching the demonstration as Dai took pieces of log and 

made many beautiful items from them. 

On Saturday and Sunday Bronwen Jenkins demonstrated her skills in machine 

embroidery, again this demonstration attracted a good number of people to stop 

and watch. 

Some people demonstrated their creative skills by providing a variety of home-

cooked cakes for the enjoyment of the visitors to the exhibition. 

Comments in the visitor’s book indicate that people enjoyed the exhibition. Nearly 

everybody took their time in order to see all the exhibits, with some coming back 

for a second look. 

Others said that the exhibition had inspired them to re-kindled skills that have lain 

dormant for many years. 

 
The two Sunday services on the last day of the Exhibition were led by Rev Steve. 

His topic for both services was “Praise the God of All Creation”, Rather than the 

usual sermon, these services took an interactive form, with the congregation 

participating.  Rev Steve said “God is a creative God” who started his creation 

from nothing, We are all creative people in some way  but we start  with 

something.  

At the evening service he detailed the very well known story of the Prodigal son, 

showing well known artists pictures and paintings of the son's return to his father, 

likening the reunion to our relationship with our heavenly father (see minister’s 

letter for further details). 

 



At the first Sunday morning service of the month Rev Steve concentrated on the 

Letter to the Colossians.  He contrasted the  ancient relationships of masters and 

slaves, with the modern-day equivalent of employers and employees.  In the 

evening and on the following Sunday Evening, Rev Steve continued his studies in 

Psalm 119. 

There was a united Service at Pentref Chapel 

on Remembrance Sunday, with members of 

All Saints Church and other local residents. 

The Remembrance Service was led by Rev 

Steve Wallis (Pentref) and Rev Michael 

Sabell representing  All Saints Church.   

Wreaths were laid by representatives of local 

organisations. The names of the fallen in two 

World Wars were read by Pentref member 

John Rees, who served with the 2
nd

 battalion 

of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.  

Following the service light refreshments were 

served by the Pentref members.   

The preachers on the fourth and final Sunday of November were Rev Andrew 

Wyton in the morning, and Rev Ron Downey in the evening.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
     

PENTREF  MEN’S  MEETING NOVEMBER 

Rev Steve Wallis opened the meeting with devotions. 

The speaker for the morning was Rev Andrew Wyton, whose other life interest 

and career has been gardening. His talk was entitled “An Impression of  Beauty & 

delight: Gardens of the Edwardian era”. The period started in 1901, when Edward 

VII came to the throne, until 1910 when he died. However, the period covered 

began in the late 19
th
 century and continued into the 1920's. He spoke of the style 

and taste, the bedding and carpet type plants of the early years of the Edwardian 

period. This regimental style was changed by garden architects such as William 

Robinson, who produced a more informal type of garden arrangement, with 

different colours, sunken gardens, steps and different levels. These “joined up” 

Edwardian gardens possessed pergolas, long hedges, water gardens, ponds and 

lakes. 

In his fascinating talk, Rev Andrew turned his attention to Welsh gardens. The 

first mentioned was Hergest Croft near Kington, just over the border in 

Herefordshire. He also mentioned Plas Newydd on Anglesey, and Port Meirion. 

The speaker described the nearby house and private garden of the founder of Port 

Meirion, Clough Williams Ellis, as well worth a visit. Andrew also spoke about 

Avray Tipping's High Glanau Garden in Monmouthshire, with its high stonework, 

straight lines and steps around the pond. 

 



He talked about other Welsh gardens including the National Trust Bodnant 

Gardens, in North Wales, with its impressive glasshouse and plants which came 

from all over the world. In a garden at Caldicott, Newport, the new owners 

rediscovered a grotto and caverns which have now been uncovered for the public 

to enjoy. One of the pinnacles of Edwardian gardens, Dyffyn in Cardiff, was under 

the control of Thomas Morson, who was a leading garden designer of the time.  

His borders had nothing regimented, with more perennials, pond and pergolas. 

Finally Andrew summed up the realistic end of the Edwardian garden era as the 

start of World War I in 1914.  After this major conflict obviously many young 

working men who had laboured in the multitude of rich owners gardens never 

returned from the Great War, and the number of gardens post war was greatly 

reduced.   

John Lloyd, Pentref member and himself a lifelong gardener, gave the vote of 

thanks for a wonderful talk illuminated with very colourful pictures. He added that 

we plant the seeds, but God creates the wonderful finished article of flowers and 

vegetables.    

 

 

 
 

 

Fancy a sing along to some of the old 
favourite hymns and the opportunity to 
learn some of the newer Christian songs? 
then come along to Cartref on Tuesday 12th 
December at 7:00pm, where some of us 
from the chapel will 
be gathering to 

practice some of the songs we will 
be using in services in the coming 
weeks.  

   

TTTeeeaaa,,,   CCCoooffffffeeeeee   aaannnddd   bbbiiissscccuuuiiitttsss,,,   

mmmaaayyybbbeee   eeevvveeennn   aaa   cccaaakkkeee   wwwiiillllll   bbbeee   sssuuuppppppllliiieeeddd   



 
Do you, paint, draw, sculpt, knit, crochet, do macramē, or anything else 

creative? 
If you do, you would be more than welcome to come along and join the 

group. 

Come along to share your skills in a group where we learn from each 

other. 

Refreshments provided. 

More Info: Vanessa 01597 850185 

The Group will meet on the 7th & 14th before 
taking its Christmas break.   

PRAYER 
Each month at various times people from the 

Chapel get together to pray. 
If you have any prayer requests you can email them 
to me at steveoncomputer@aol.com putting ‘Prayer 

Requests’ in the subject bar. 
Alternatively put them in an envelope marked 

‘Prayer Requests’ and put it through my letter box. 

‘Cartref’ (On the main road opposite the mile post.) 

Thursday Afternoons 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 

mailto:steveoncomputer@aol.com


SERVICES 
 AT 

PENTREF 
 

Sunday  3rd  December 10:30am Rev Andrew Wyton (Communion) 
(1st Sunday in Advent) 

 

    5:00pm Mr William Powell 

 

Friday    8th  December   6:00pm Llandrindod Wells and District  
Cytun (Churches Together)  
Advent Service 

 

Sunday 10th December 10:30am Rev Steve Wallis 
(2nd Sunday in Advent) 

 

    5:00pm Rev Steve Wallis 

 

Sunday 17th December 10:30am Rev Steve Wallis  
(3rd Sunday in Advent) 

 

     5:00pm Rev Steve Wallis 

(Carols by Candlelight) 
 

Sunday 24th December 10:30am Rev Steve Wallis 
(3rd Sunday in Advent) 

 

          5:00pm Rev Steve Wallis (Communion) 
 

Monday 25th December10:30am Rev Steve Wallis 
(Christmas Day Communion) 

 

Sunday 31st  December10:30am Rev Philip Lewis 
 
       5:00pm Rev Ron Downey 



DECEMBER 
AT 

ALL SAINTS 
 
 
 

Sunday      3rd   December 11:00am Morning Worship 
 
Sunday     10th  December             6:00pm Compline  
 
Sunday     17th  December          11:00am Morning Worship 
 
Sunday     24th  December  11:00am  Lessons & Carols 

Ministry Area Service at EOD 
      

 11:30pm Midnight Mass 
Llangammarch 

 
Monday   25th December   9:30am       Christmas Eucharist

 Cwmbach 
 

Sunday    31st December   11:00am Holy Eucharist 
 
 

Midweek Communion 
every Wednesday at 10:00am. 

 



 
 
 

Cytun 
(Llandrindod Wells & 

District Churches Together) 

Advent Service 

Pentref Baptist Chapel 
Friday 8th December 6:00pm 

You are welcome to join us  
as we sing some well known 
carols and tell the Christmas 

story once more 



 

Carol Service 
Christ Church, 

Llandrindod Wells 

Sunday 10th December 

2:30pm 

Refreshments will be 
served after the service 

 

 

 

 

Llanyre Community Council 
Wish to announce that they will have a vacancy for a Clerk 

in the near future.  

If you are interested in this post please keep an eye on the 
Powys County Council Web-site (Jobs Page) 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 



The minister of the chapel is available not just for those 
who come to chapel but to anyone in the village who 
needs help and support: 
 

 If you want someone to talk to who will listen, get in touch and 
he will arrange a visit 

 If you would like someone to pray with you, please get in 
touch and he will arrange a visit. 

 If you are going into hospital and would like a pastoral visit, 
please let the minister know and if possible he will visit. 

 
The minister of the chapel is here as chaplain to the village. If he 
can be of help in any way, please get in touch. 
Tel: 01597 860185.  Email:steveoncomputer@aol.com 
 

 
This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what 

is happening at the Baptist Church. 
 

We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly 
to every home in the village. 

 
We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village 

and will happily publicise events organised by other 
groups. If you have an event you would like included in 

future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa. 
Steveoncomputer@aol.com  01597 860185 
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com  01597 860894 

 
You can also find us on the internet at: 

www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk 
or on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel 
 

 

mailto:Steveoncomputer@aol.com
mailto:Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com
http://www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel


 
 
Once again the organisers of the Newbridge Christmas lights 

have done the village proud. 
 

A thank-you to all of those who have been involved: 
Those who have done fund raising 

Those who have contributed 
 

And a special big 
 

 
 

to:  
Brian Chandler, Neil Grimwood,  

Jason Howard & Andrew Middleton  
for the great effort that they put into erecting the lights. 


