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FROM THE MINISTER
“To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.”
William Blake
I like poetry even though I don’t always understand it. I am not sufficient of a
literary scholar, nor arrogant enough to believe that I know what was in the
author’s mind when he penned these opening lines of his poem ‘Auguries of
Innocence’. But one of the good things about poetry is that its meaning lies in
the way that it speaks to the person that is reading it. This is the same when
you look at a work of art, the painter or sculptor may have had in their mind a
particular meaning when they created their work, but you do not need to know
what that meaning was in order to appreciate the piece. The meaning lies in
the way the viewer sees the work of art. Vanessa tells me this about her own
pictures, people come and look at them and see things in them that not only
did she not intend but had not seen herself until the viewer explained it.
In July as part of the chapel’s celebrations of its tri-centenary we held a Flower
Festival. I hope that you had the opportunity to attend and see the wonderful
displays provided by so many groups in the local community. At our worship
services on the Sunday surrounded by the wonderful displays we celebrated
the work of the artists who had put together the beautiful flower arrangements.
As I looked at the raw materials that had made up the displays, the flowers in
a myriad of different hues, the leaves and foliage in what seemed to be in
infinite shades of green. I was reminded of the lines of Blake’s poem. I don’t
know what he meant but what I saw in the displays and heard in the words of
the poem was a sense of wonder at the God who created it all. It brought to
mind the words of another poem – this one from the Psalms.
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.
They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth.
The poet here says you don’t need a preacher; the work of art that you see all
around you is God’s creation. Take a fresh look at it and listen to what it says
to you.
Steve

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday August 2nd
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of the:
Restoration of the Chapel Windows

Bible Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an
informal gathering where all are
encouraged to take part.
In August we will be continuing to look
at the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will
be meeting on Tuesday 8th and 22nd
at 10:30am, in the Baptist Church hall.
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You
would be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only
£5.00)

REPORT OF PENTREF MEN”S MEETING JULY 2017 – Clive Barratt
At the July Men's Fellowship Meeting held at Newbridge Baptist Chapel,
the opening devotions were given by Henry Cave, who referred to the Book
of Ruth, with the theme that she leaves behind her old ways, puts her trust
in the living God, and therefore in future receives benefits.
The speaker for the morning was chapel member John Rees, who spoke
about one of his hobbies, growing and keeping carnivorous plants. They are
also called insect eating plants, they capture their prey, then digest and
absorb the victims as nutrients.
He then gave a brief history of this type of plant. In 1637 Charles I's Head
Gardener went to Virginia, USA and brought some seeds back. However it
wasn't until the 1900's that Francis Darwin, son of Charles, was among
those who experimented with them. Interest in carnivorous plants was
renewed in the 1940's when Francis Lloyd (no relation to John) wrote a
book on carnivorous plants. John explained about the different species,
(including Venus Flytrap which were first found in Montana), and how they
trap the fly in their own individual ways, including the more unusual
method of sticky substance trap. On the table in front of him the speaker
displayed various different carnivorous plants, including the self seeding
ones. He went on to explain that they sense their different surroundings, but
that water and light are important. They detect flies or insects landing on
them, scientists believe by electrical impulse. The big plants which grow in
the wild can trap spiders, mosquitoes, frogs, lizards, and even bats. John
explained how to look after the plants all the year round, and the use of
light, especially mixed soil, and rain water which are musts to keep
carnivorous plants alive for at least 12 months. During the spring season
the flowers grow first, but are cut off to conserve energy.
Bob Atkins thanked the speaker for giving such an interesting talk.

The Men’s Fellowship
There will be no Men’s Fellowship Meeting in August
The next Men's Fellowship Meeting will be on:
Tuesday 19th September at 10:30am
The speaker will be from The Leprosy Mission
Ladies are invited.

JULY 2017 AT PENTREF – Clive Barratt
Following a busy June, the first Sunday of the new month commenced with
two visiting preachers Rev Andrew Wyton for the morning communion
service, and Rev Ifor Williams in the evening, both with interesting
sermons.
This was followed by the monthly Coffee Morning, when sufficient
donations were added to enable £100 to be presented to the British Heart
Foundation at a later date.
The scheduled highlight
of the month came on
the second weekend,
with the Flower Festival
on the Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday. Rev Steve
preached at both
services, with very
appropriately the themes
being “Thanks and
Praise for God's
creation.”
The twice monthly Bible
Study continued on
Tuesdays 11th and 25th,
with the group
continuing to look at the
Gospel of John.
On the third Sunday
morning Rev Steve concluded his studies in the Song of Solomon. The
book tells the love story of a young girl and a slightly older man, (who may
or may not be King Solomon). The book can also be read as a spiritually
likening to Christ's love for His Church. The book gives a reminder of the
depth and greatness of God’s love and what it means.
At the evening services Rev Steve took as his theme two of the Parables of
Jesus: “The Mustard Seed” and “The Parable of the Yeast”.
On the fourth Sunday Mrs. Heather Jones of Rhayader led in the morning
and Bob Atkins of Howey led in the evening.
On the fifth and last Sunday of the month Rev Paul Tarling of Llandrindod
Wells presided at both services.

JULY IN NEWBRIDGE – Clive Barrett
ROAD RESURFACING.
If the main event in the village for June was the popular Carnival, the
talked about news for July was the much needed resurfacing of the road
through Newbridge, from a point below the Post Office to above the
entrance to Gwaryfordd and Cae Nant, on the road to Rhayader and the
north. The closing of the road for nearly three days and nights resulted in
unavoidable diversions, the local Post Office thanking their customers for
their patience and understanding. Prior to resurfacing, the road was so bad
that residents in the vicinity could clearly hear lorries and other heavy
vehicles hitting the uneven surface. I understand that the local residents are
happier, and the contractors should be congratulated on doing the job in
such a speedy and efficient manner.
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE.
At the July meeting of the local W.I. The speaker was Joan Annetts, and
her subject was “ Peg Loom Weaving”.
MODEL VILLAGE & GARDEN RAILWAY.
On the fourth Sunday of the month, the Model Village and Garden Railway
in Meadowlands was again opened for charity as in the previous several
years. The funds raised this year going to Welsh Cancer Research.

TRANSPORT
If you have difficulty getting
about and would like a lift to
any of the Pentref activities
then ring Clive on 860571 and
if possible he will arrange for
someone to pick you up and
take you home.

As part of the
300 ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
of Pentref Chapel we join together
with the Baptist Union of Wales
who are celebrating their 150th year
th

AUGUST 13th 10:30am
A joint Celebration of 150
years of the Baptist Union of
Wales and 300 years of
Pentref Baptist Chapel.
Service led by:
Rev Steve Wallis
Visiting Speaker
Rev Judith Morris
General Secretary of
the Baptist Union of
Wales.
Refreshment will be available
after the service

SERVICES
AT
PENTREF
Sunday 6th August 10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in Psalm 119)

Sunday 13th August 10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis & Rev Judith Morris
(Anniversary celebrations)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in Psalm 119

Sunday 20th August 10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

2:30pm

United Service
The Baptist chapels in Newbridge,
Franksbridge and Howey Join
together for worship at:
Franksbridge Chapel,
The speaker will be John Roberts of
Leominster.
(Please note there will be no 5:00pm service in Newbridge)
Sunday 27th

10:30am
5:00pm

Rev Ron Downey
Rev Ron Downey (Communion)

AUGUST
AT
ALL SAINTS
6th August

11:00am

Sunday 13th August

6:00pm

Sunday 20th August

11:00am

Morning Worship

Sunday 27th August

11:00am

Holy Communion

Sunday

Morning Worship
Compline

Midweek Communion
every Wednesday at 10:00am.

Car Boot Sale
New Inn
Car Park
Saturday 5th August
10:00am – 4:00pm
£5:00 a car
Contact the New Inn for details 01597 860211

This newsletter is produced by Pentref Baptist Chapel
If you would like an item included in a future addition please
contact Steve at: steveoncomputer@aol.com

