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FROM THE MINISTER
Throughout 2017 we at Pentref have been and are
celebrating our 300th anniversary. May I start by saying a
big thank you to all of those who have been involved and
will continue to be involved in the planning and
preparation that have made the events so far such a
success. May I also thank all those who came and
supported the celebrations with us, without you the
planning and preparation would have been in vain. Finally on behalf of the
whole church a big thank you to God our Father who has not only been
blessing our celebrations, but who has continued in his faithful blessing of the
chapel for 300 years.
As we celebrate our anniversary we look back and celebrate God’s
faithfulness to us. We also look forward knowing that he who has been faithful
this far will not let us down; we have a real hope for the future. ‘Jesus is
coming again’, but until that day we can continue the work and our walk with
Jesus trusting in the faithfulness and the promises of God.
But it is not in the past or in the future that we live our Christian lives, our walk
with God must be firmly rooted in the present. ‘The present moment is all we
have; we can only live and love now. The only place where we can find God is
where we are at this moment.’ (From ‘Heaven in Ordinary’ by Angela Ashwin).
Angela Ashwin points out in her series of meditations that some of us have a
propensity to live in the past, having constructed a ‘golden age’ that is better
than the present. This is not just a fault of older people, but sometimes of the
young, the young person who has just fallen in love may live the day thinking
of nothing but the previous night’s date.
There is also a danger of living in the future, when we know that change is
about to happen, a new home, a new job. There is a tendency to live in the life
that is to come rather than getting on with what the day has in store. Sometimes the future is not so concrete and is nothing more than a ‘pipe-dream.’
The past and the future are foreign countries and they don’t issue passports to
either. When we try to live in them we risk throwing away great chunks of life.
It is now in the every-day things of life that we must find time to meet with
Jesus. The fullness of life, the abundance of life he promises, is not something
that disappeared with yesterday, neither is it something that we will find
tomorrow. It is the real dynamic experience of the Christian who finds time in
the busy-ness of life to be quiet with God, and allow him to come and dwell
with them.
Anniversaries are a good thing, hope for the future is a good thing, but life and
life in all its fullness is in the present, for those who will be still for long enough
in the presence of God to find it.
Steve

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday July 5th
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of the:
British Heart Foundation

Bible Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an
informal gathering where all are
encouraged to take part.
In July we will be continuing to look at
the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will
be meeting on Tuesday 11th and 25th
at 10:30am, in the Baptist Church hall.
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You
would be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only
£5.00)

REPORT OF PENTREF MEN'S MEETING MAY 2017 – Clive Barrett.
On a lovely sunny day in June, 19 members and
friends including ladies, visited Llandegley
Church, then The Pales Quaker Meeting House,
with talks given at both places. This was
followed by lunch at the Gwystre Inn, an
enjoyable, conclusion to a pleasant morning of
local Christian history.
←The path leading to the front door of the
Pales meeting house
↓Henry and Steve taking time to admire the
beautiful scenery surrounding the Pales and
thank God for His creation

The Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on
Tuesday July 18th at 10:30am
In the Hall of the Baptist Church
Speaker: John Rees

‘Carnivorous Plants’

JUNE AT PENTREF – Clive Barrett
The month started at Pentref on Saturday 3rd, where the Annual Meeting of
the Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire Baptist Association was held. Rev
Steve Wallis was inducted as President.
On the first Sunday, which was Pentecost, Pentref and All Saints held a
joint service, at All Saints church, led jointly by the Rev Steve and LayReader Gina Ayling. It had been arranged to hold the service of witness on
the Village Green, but plans had to be changed due to the threat of rain.
At the evening service Rev Steve took as his theme “Seeking the Power of
God Through His Spirit”. On the second Sunday Mrs. Ruth Hargest of
Erwood, occupied the pulpit at the morning service, and Mr. William
Powell of Llanidloes and Kent in the evening.
For me, and I
imagine other
Pentref members, the
highlight of the
month took place on
the third Sunday,
namely “our
pilgrimage to our
roots and 300 years
of history”. On a
very warm sunny
day 17 members and
friends gathered at
Pentre Farm, Newbridge (by kind permission of the Hughson family). The
farm is about two miles outside Newbridge. An open air service followed
by a picnic lunch was much enjoyed. This took place in a field near the site
of the barn where worship began 300 years ago. In an attempt to recreate
the original gathering, some members walked the two miles from
Newbridge along lanes and fields, returning by a slightly different route.
Others travelled there by car.
Rev Steve planned the service to follow 1717 lines as much as possible.
However 300years ago there would have been fewer hymns and the sermon
would have been much longer (probably about an hour). Speaking in the
open air Rev Steve took as his theme the ‘Call of Moses’. He compared
Moses’ new start in life with the new beginning made by our ancestors 300

years ago. Our forebears probably believed that matters were beyond them,
but as God promised Moses “I will be with you”, so He was with them.
Following the service some folk ventured down the field to look at the pool
in the Estyn Brook, where baptisms took place all those years ago.
Followed the picnic, the congregation made their way to Pentre farmhouse,
to see where worship first commenced, and sung the famous Isaac Watts
hymn “We're marching to Zion” in the front yard.
At the evening service the usual third Sunday communion service was
observed. In what he termed a “meditative service” Rev Steve led our
thoughts around the sentence in the Lord's Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done”.
Rev Steve also took both the morning and evening services on the last
Sunday of June.
COFFEE MORNING.
At the monthly charity Coffee Morning, there was a better than average
attendance, with members of both churches attending. However, it would
be pleasing to see more local residents coming. Donations were in Aid of
the British Heart Foundation.
BIBLE STUDY.
The twice monthly Bible Study continued, on the second and fourth
Tuesdays, with the study of the Gospel of St. John.
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY.
Early in the month the local Cytun (Churches Together) organised a week
of daily Christian meetings. Rev Steve, who is at present Chairman of the
Llandrindod & District branch, led Monday’s service at Christchurch,
Landrindod. Rev Petra Beresford-Webb led the Wednesday Evening
Service at All Saints, with Rev Steve Wallis and Rev Brian Reardon taking
part. The week concluded on Friday with a service and a ‘bring and share
lunch’ at Ithon Road Presbyterian Church.
The Llandrindod Wells and District Cytun
(Churches Together) Fund raising
activities during Christian aid week raised
a total of £921. The envelopes returned in
Newbridge contributed £141 to this total.
We thank all those people who felt able to
support this appeal.

As part of our
300 ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
You are warmly invited to
th

FLOWER
FESTIVAL

Fri 7th July 4pm – 6:30pm
Sat 8th July 10:30 – 5pm
Sun 9th July 12 noon – 4:30pm

SUNDAY
10:30pm & 5:00pm
Services of thanks and
praise for God’s creation

SERVICES
AT
PENTREF
Sunday 2nd July

10:30am
5:00pm

Rev Andrew Wyton (Communion)
Rev Ifor Williams

Sunday 9th July
10:30am
Rev Steve Wallis
(Flower Festival Weekend – A Celebration of God’s Creation)
5:00pm
Rev Steve Wallis
(Flower Festival Weekend – A Celebration of God’s Creation)
Sunday 16th July

Sunday 23rd July

Sunday 30th July

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Song Of Solomon)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the Parables of Jesus)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Parables of Jesus)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Parables of Jesus)

10:30am

Rev Paul Tarling

5:00pm

Rev Paul Tarling

JULY AT
ALL SAINTS
Sunday 2nd July

11:00am

Sunday 9th July

6:00pm

Sunday 16th July

11:00am

Morning Worship

Sunday 23rd July

11:00am

Holy Communion

Sunday 30th July

11:00am

Morning Worship

Morning Worship
Compline

Midweek Communion
every Wednesday at 10:00am.
-

TRANSPORT
If you have difficulty getting about and
would like a lift to any of the Pentref
activities then ring Clive on 860571 and if
possible he will arrange for someone to
pick you up and take you home.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND SANKEY FESTIVALS JULY 2017
July 2

nd

July 9th
July 9th
July 16th
July 30th
July 30th

New Radnor
Baptist Chapel
Rhayader
Catholic Church
Yardo Chapel
Coxall
Baptist Chapel
Pound
Baptist Chapel
Knucklas
Baptist Chapel

Songs of Praise

7:00pm

Songs of Praise

3:00pm

Sankey Praise
Sankey Praise

6:30pm
2:30pm

Songs of Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

Next Meeting:
Thursday 20th
July 7:00pm
Newbridge Community Centre
Speaker: Joan Annetts
‘Peg Loom Weaving’
Women of all ages are welcome to come along to one of
our meetings and find out more about the WI.
Anyone interested in finding out more about our WI is very
welcome to come along to one of our meetings or phone
Sylvia on 860 583 / message Lyn on 07393 60289

Sunday 23rd July 2017, from 2:00pm to 5:00pm

MODEL VILLAGE & GARDEN
RAILWAY
ADMISSION: Adults £2.00, Children 50p, Under 5’s free
Everyone is invited to come and see the MODEL VILLAGE
with the main feature being the
GARDEN RAILWAY
at 5, Meadowlands, Newbridge on Wye.
Tea/coffee and cakes will also be available,
all funds raised will go to Welsh Cancer Research.
Please telephone 01597 860134,
if the weather is inclement.

COME AND ENJOY
TEA IN THE BARN
AT GILWERN, BEULAH, LD5 4YG
ON SUNDAY 2nd JULY 2017
Between 3 and 5:30pm
have a wander round the garden
which is still under construction
Donations for Blaenau Irfon Benefice
Wheelchair Access
Dogs welcome preferably on a lead

Car Boot Sale
New Inn
Car Park
Saturday 1st July
10:00am – 4:00pm
£5:00 a car
Contact the New Inn for details 01597 860211

The minister of the chapel is available not just for those
who come to chapel but to anyone in the village who
needs help and support:


If you want someone to talk to who will listen, get in touch and
he will arrange a visit
 If you would like someone to pray with you, please get in
touch and he will arrange a visit.
 If you are going into hospital and would like a pastoral visit,
please let the minister know and if possible he will visit.
The minister of the chapel is here as chaplain to the village. If he
can be of help in any way, please get in touch.
Tel: 01597 860185.
Email: steveoncomputer@aol.com

This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what
is happening at the Baptist Church.
We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly
to every home in the village.
We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village
and will happily publicise events organised by other
groups. If you have an event you would like included in
future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa.
Steveoncomputer@aol.com 01597 860185
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com 01597 860894
You can also find us on the internet at:
www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk
or on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel

