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FROM THE MINISTER

PANCAKE DAY
PANCAKE TUESDAY
SHROVE TUESDAY
MARDI GRAS
When I grew up it was always called ‘Pancake Day’
it was only as I got older that I realised that it had other names.
Also when I was growing up there was always what seemed to be
an endless supply of pancakes on the day. Pancakes which were
served with either: ‘Golden Syrup’ (the stuff that came out of a green
tin, with a picture of a lion on it and a text from the Bible saying ‘out
of the strong came forth sweetness’) or if you fancied a change,
sugar and lemon (one of those plastic squeezy things in the shape
of a lemon). Nowadays, in case you are thinking of inviting me, I
prefer the endless supply of Pancakes to come with Maple Syrup
and Cream.
You may think it odd given my job that until I started writing this
letter I never gave much thought to why we ate pancakes on the
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday.
It would seem, having done a quick trawl of the internet, that there
are three aspects to this tradition:
1). It was a way of using up things from the pantry before the fasting
season of Lent started on Ash Wednesday.
2). The word ‘shrove’ comes from the notion of ‘being shriven’, an
old phrase denoting the idea that you were repenting of past wrongs
and finding forgiveness before starting the Lent fast. (Giving up
something for lent is from this idea of fasting.)
3). In places where ‘Shrove Tuesday’ is called ‘Mardi Gras’ there
was a day of carnival before the serious season of Lent began.
Having learned all this and shared it with you, I ask the question:
What is the point of all this today? The picture on the front cover is
‘The Fight between Carnival and Lenting’ by Pieter Bruegel the
Elder, and I think it helps me to understand the season. Shrove
Tuesday represents a sort of casting off of the old and a putting on
of the new. Shrove Tuesday, an opportunity to think about the kind

of people that we are, followed by Lent, a time to think about the
kind of people that we want to be.
For the Christian that question is more about us being the kind of
people that God wants us to be. If you would like to share in the
experience of growing in God’s grace there are Lent Courses
advertised below this letter.
But I think, given that Pancake Day has become a time that all
celebrate, that it wouldn’t be a bad thing for all of us whether
‘religious’ or not to think about the kind of people we are and the
kind of people we want to be.
Steve

Lent
Course
to be held
on a
Tuesday
evening
and a
Wednesday
afternoon
contact Petra
on
01597 860842
for details

FEBRUARY IN NEWBRIDGE – By Clive Barrett
NEWBRIDGE W. I.
In January members enjoyed a visit to Llandrindod to see Carole Bumford's
wonderful collection of dolls and dolls' houses. On the third Thursday of
February the group met at Newbridge Community Centre, and the theme of
the meeting was Painting and Sketching with Audrey Bradley.
LLANYRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
The Public Meeting was called with a view to handing the day to day
control and management of the Community Centre from the Community
Council back to the community. After Councillor Mike Watkins had given
a brief outline of the background since the Hall was built in 1987,
Councillor Geraint Rees outlined the situation at present and explained that
the Community Council are not managing the Hall but running it. It is the
opinion of the Council that a management committee should be formed to
run the Hall, so that its availability can be advertised properly (later in the
meeting it was suggested that advertising on social media would be a way
forward, and one gentleman present indicated that he may be able to assist)
and fund raising undertaken.
It was further explained that all care and repair of the Hall is covered by an
agreement with Powys County Council. This is of benefit to the community
as it would not be possible to cover repairs from the funds raised by
lettings. In response to a question from the Chairman of the Community
Council, Stephen Powell, regarding the chances of forming a management
committee, there was little response from the very few members of the
public present. It was therefore agreed to publicize that the problems
previously experienced with Powys County Council have now been ironed
out, and that there was a good working relationship with the school. It was
agreed that a further meeting would be held in a few months, on a date to
be agreed. Finally, the Community Council were very grateful for the kind
donation to the Hall by the Newbridge Short Mat Bowls Club, which
recently closed.

FEBRUARY AT PENTREF CHAPEL – By Clive Barrett
The month's activities started at Pentref on the first day, with the monthly
Charity Coffee Morning, when pleasingly there was a good attendance but
there is always room for more. If you would like to come along you would
be made very welcome. Donations received for this month, and next month
will be for the Red Cross (local branch). At present the total is approaching
the halfway mark of £50. On the first Sunday Rev. Steve preached at the
morning service where he began a series of studies in one of the lesser
known and least studied books of the bible, “The Song of Solomon”. He
explained two meanings on different levels, the pure natural love of a bride
for the bridegroom, and the second larger interpretation of Christ and his
heavenly bride the Church. He continued and elaborated on the same theme
a fortnight later, citing, “Rejoice that the lost sheep is found”. On the first
Sunday evening Rev. Steve concentrated on the parable of the sower, and
the four different ground conditions the seed fell on. On the Sunday
evening a fortnight later he continued in Matthew 13, with the wheat and
the tares parable, and the spiritual truths about reaching heaven.
On the second week of February, as part of the year-long celebration of
300 years of worship, and to recognize Pentref's contribution to missionary
work over the years, they held a MISSIONARY WEEKEND. On the
Saturday afternoon after a soup lunch organised by the ladies of the church,
Rev. Steve led the opening prayer. The guest speaker was the Chief
Executive of the Birmingham City Mission (BCM), Wes Erpen. He led the
devotions, then spoke about the history of BCM and other city missions.
The speaker went on to describe the mission's current work, projects and
programmes, their role in a changing world, current fund raising activities
and the big move to new headquarters about two years ago. The Sunday
morning service was presided over by Rev Steve who gave a short address
about the love of God, and our love for each other. The speaker was Mark
Ord of the Baptist Missionary Society, who echoed Steve's sentiments
about God's love within the Christian community. He spoke about how the
mission has had to change the way it works, both abroad and in this
country. For example: the role of Street Pastors in cities and large towns,
and for family friendly worship (Messy Church). In other countries (such
as China) which were previously closed to missionary activity, the church
is now thriving.

After a bring and share lunch, the final speaker was Trevor Grant of The
Leprosy Mission. He gave an interesting talk on the work of Purulia
Hospital in India, which works with leprosy-affected people and their
families. He also stressed the need for expansion and repairs to the hospital.
The preachers at Pentref on the final Sunday of the month were Rev Ron
Downey in the morning and Rev Andrew Wyton in the evening.
On Tuesday 14th February (St Valentine's Day) the Bible Study group came
to the last session of their “Just 10” Ten Commandments course by J.John,
when they reached Commandment number 1: “you shall have no other
gods before me”. We should put God first in our lives, and live by the
following Priorities: Finances, Interests, Relationships, Schedules and
Troubles (FIRST). Similar to the other nine sessions there followed some
constructive discussion by those present, led by Rev Steve, to end the
informative course. On Tuesday 28th February Rev Steve by request held a
one off study on burial and cremation. The speaker at the Men's Fellowship
Meeting, (with ladies invited) on the third Tuesday was Dr. Fred Slater of
Newbridge, who spoke about the Elan Valley Dams.
Picture:
On Behalf of
Pentref Chapel
Annette Barrett
presents a
bouquet of
flowers to
Roger &
Maureen (a
long standing
member of the
chapel) on the
occasion of
their Golden
wedding
anniversary on
the 11th
February 2017.

Do you, paint, draw, sculpt,
knit, crochet, do macramé, or
anything else creative?
If you do, you would be more
than welcome to come along
to the group.

Come along
to share your skills in a group
where we learn from each other.

We meet on
Thursday
afternoon
2pm – 4pm
In the hall of the
Baptist Chapel

Refreshments provided
More info: Vanessa 01597 860185

AT 2:00pm ON THE
AFTERNOON OF
TUESDAY
14th MARCH
THE CHOIR
OF
NEWBRIDGE-ON-WYE SCHOOL
WILL BE COMING TO THE
CHAPEL TO HELP US
CELEBRATE OUR
300th ANNIVERSARY
Please come along to support
our celebrations

The Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on
Tuesday March 21st.
At 10:30am
The speaker will be Clive Barrett
who will be talking about
Madeira and its volcanos

In April the speaker at

The Men’s Fellowship
will be from the

Birmingham City Mission
YOU CAN SUPPORT THE BIRMINGHAM CITY MISSION BY:

 Food (packets or tins)
 Clean items of bedding
 Clean items of clothing
If you are able to donate any of the above
– please drop them into the chapel or
give them to someone you know who
goes to the chapel.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday March 1st
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of the:
Red Cross

Bible
Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an informal gathering where
all are encouraged to take part.
In March we will be starting to look at the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will be meeting on Tuesday
14th and 28th at 10:30am, in the Baptist Church hall.
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting.
You would be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for
only £5.00)

SUNDAY
SERVICES AT
PENTREF
5th March

10:30am

5:00pm
12th March

19th March

26th March

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the Song of Solomon )
Rev Petra Beresford Webb

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Song of Solomon )

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Parables of Jesus)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Song of Solomon )

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the Parables of Jesus)

10:30am

Rev Paul Tarling

5:00pm

Rev Ron Downey

MARCH
AT
ALL SAINTS
5th March

11:00am

Sunday 12th March

6:00pm

Saturday 19th March

11:00am

Morning Worship

Sunday 26th March

11:00am

Holy Communion

Sunday

Morning Worship
Compline

Midweek Communion
every Wednesday at 10:00am.

An Imposition of
Ashes Service
will be held on
1st March at
10:00am.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
An interdenominational meeting
to be held at Pentref Baptist Chapel
Friday 3rd March 2:30pm
‘Am I being unfair to you?’
Prepared by the Christian women of the Philippines

Newbridge on Wye WI
usually meet at the Community Centre
at 7pm on the 3rd Thursday of each
month.
Women of all ages are welcome to come along to one of our
meetings and find out more about the WI.
In February we enjoyed a lesson of watercolour painting
with Audrey Bradley.
In March we will be holding our own mini show in preparation for the
County show in May.
The theme is based on childhood memories, so we are busy producing
craft items and cooking recipes we remember from our childhood.

Anyone interested in finding out more about our WI is
very welcome to come along to one of our meetings or
phone Sylvia on 860 583 / message Lyn on 07393
60289

CHARITY POOL
Raising money for the South
Finalists
Neil Grimwood
and
Rhys Spraggon
preparing for the final
match of the
competition.

Dave Leeton
of the
Parkinson’s Group
presenting
Dave & Debbie Lang
of the New Inn
with one of his home made wooden bowls as a
mark of appreciation for their support of the group
by hosting the tournament once again.

TOURNAMENT (In Pictures)
Powys Parkinson’s Group
John Lambert –
the previous tournament
champion
presenting the runners-up
trophy to Rhys Spraggon

John Lambert –
presenting the winners
trophy to Neil Grimwood

The 2017 Champion
A thank-you to
Dave & Debbie
from all who were
there for once again
providing us with a wonderful home cooked
buffet.

£500
The total raised for the
South Powys Parkinson’s Group

SONGS OF PRAISE AND SANKEY FESTIVALS 2017
April 9th
Palm Sunday
April 14th
Good Friday
May 12th
May 14th
May 21st
May 21st
June 4th
June 11th
June 18th
June 25th
July 2nd
July 9th
July 9th
July 16th
July 30th
July 30th
September 3rd
September 10th
October 15th

Pentref Baptist
Chapel
Newbridge
Moriah Chapel
Landeilo Graban
Dolau Nantmel
Baptist Chapel
Bethania
Elan Valley
Nantmel Church
Madley (Hereford)
Methodist
Franksbridge
Chapel
Penuel Chapel
Llanwrthwl
Howey
Baptist Chapel
Presteigne
Baptist Chapel
New Radnor
Baptist Chapel
Rhayader
Catholic Church
Yardo Chapel
Coxall
Baptist Chapel
Pound
Baptist Chapel
Knucklas
Baptist Chapel
Dolau Nantmel
Baptist Chapel
Dolfar Free
Church
Maesyrhelem
Baptist Chapel

Radnorshire
Festival of
Sankey Praise
Sankey Praise

7:00pm
7:00pm

Choral Festival
Mission Praise
Sankey Evening

7:00pm

Songs of Praise
Sankey Praise

7:30pm
7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:00pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:00pm

Songs of Praise

7:00pm

Songs of Praise

3:00pm

Sankey Praise
Sankey Praise

6:30pm
2:30pm

Songs of Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

7:30pm

Car Boot Sale
New Inn
Car Park
Saturday 4th March
10:00am – 4:00pm
£5:00 a car
Contact the New Inn for details 01597 860211
-------------------------------------------------------------------------This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what
is happening at the Baptist Church.
We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly
to every home in the village.
We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village
and will happily publicise events organised by other
groups. If you have an event you would like included in
future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa.
Steveoncomputer@aol.com 01597 860185
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com 01597 860894
You can also find us on the internet at:
www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk
or on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel
Cover Picture.

‘The Fight between Carnival and Lenting’
by Pieter Bruegel the Elder

